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TELEVISION IN THE SOVIET ORBIT

Information on the status of relevision behind the Irom Curtain is
limited, It is-clear, however, that the development of the medium is
being pursued and that the rste of growth, both in‘ the establishment of
transmitlers and in the production of receivers, warraat the conclusion
thai they are progressing a1 about (he same rate as Western Europe.

For example:

4955 - There were 31 Soviet orbit television stations in operation.

1956 - It is estimated there will be 46 stations operating.

L1957 - It is estimated there will be 57 stations operating.
In July 1955 ﬁt was estimated there were 708, 000 television receivers in
use in the Sovist thi:z, The estimate for December 1955 is 1, 080, Tu0
indicating a growth of about 10% per month equalling the growth of Western
Europe. The estimated receivers in speration in USSR is one million snd
for the European siatellites 69, 700.

Four of the existing siations {Leningrad, Tallin, East Berlin, Leipsig,
Dresden and Sofia) and the station planned for Bratislava can be received
in European countries. The following is a brief summary of the pituation

in sach country.
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Bulgaria

#n experimental station recently v@nt on the air ia Sofia. There are
an estimnated 100 sets in the country, but plans call for local manufacture
of receivers (with tubes imporied from the USSR). Sofia's telecasts could
be heard in portions of Yugoslavia.

Grechoslovakia

One station operates in Prague, three others are under construction and

propoucd in other cities., There are about 17, 800 pets in the comnmiry. -« - n-
The Ptigpn station began e xperimental operation in 1953, regular operation
in June 1954. Presenily programs are telecast five days a week. The
proposed Bratislava station avowedly will atiempt to reach andiences in Austria.
Estonia

The trasemitter in Tallin, thirty-five miles from Helsinki is obviously
designed to reach Flanish audiences.
Gearmany {E:aut}.

35;:: stations, including one in East Berlin, now serve an estimated 40,000
wﬁeinu. Eight staiions are being constructed in the Exs mountains, i‘?ﬁ.

%0 more are proposed in other cities,

The stations operate in 2 network chain, with the program center in

Berlin and the transmitters linked by microwave relay. Programs are

telecast 42 hours 3 week. It has been reported that the Berliu transmitter

2

Approved For Release 2000/08/27 : CIA-RDP78-01634R000300030096-1
DAFAan
CURET



Approved For Releage 2000/08/27 : CIA-RDP78-01634R000300030096-1

will be increased in power. East Berlin is a logical point from which to

telecast to West Germans, presuming difficuties of receiver standards can

be svercome.
Hungary

. An sxperimental station in Budapest has been in operation since Januvary
i1954. The government has sanounced that it intends to establish a rational
network linking the capital with provincial cities. Esﬁm‘nted sgeis in uee 200.

An interesting but unconfirmed report from Vienna states that Hungary

is currently constructing a microwave network for TV and FM and hae

reguested Ausiria to establish a microwave link between the two countries

to permit Hungary's connection with Eurovision.

Poland

An experimental station operates in Warsaw, with stations proposed in
Krakow, Lodr and Stalinograd. Information on the number of sets is
inconclusive, although it has been reported that 500 Soviet sets were
imported in 195%, and that mass production of locally manufactured receivers
in to begin in 1956. A transmitter if erected in Kelobrseg might reach
parts of Sweden.

Cmne experimental station in Bucharest services about 190 receivers.

Mo definite plans for the future have been announced.
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- OBER
Within the borders of the USSR there are il master stations, ~--------~

4 stations under construction and 8 more proposed. There are an estimated
1,000,000 receivers, some of thems manufactured in East Germany. - --~----

The Soviet apparently plans the location of stations to facilitate their being

linked in networks. Their announced locations are near the Western Soviet

border. Ctatione in Riga, Leningrad and Tallin are capable of reaching
Finland. The first step iz the network has been the campietign of a radio
relay link between Moscow and Leningrad,

Moscow broadcasts take place every ennﬁag except Thursday. Programs
on film are exchanged between stations. The tslevision stations have
conducted large screen projection on thaaier screens, color transmission,
and have experimented with closed-circuit operation.

It has been anucunced by the government that set manufacture in 1955
ix expected to reach 760, 000 --more receivers than existed in 1954,

The present trend is away frqm small screens and envisages production

of 17 and 21 inch scresn sets.
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